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ironical. There had been much discussion as to so-called
" peaceful picketing " and as to safeguards in the BUI to
prevent "besetting" and " intimidation/1' and now the
congratulations were given because, " I had not the least
doubt, after what had already taken place in connection
with this Bill since it was introduced, that if the same crop
of concessions had gone on at the same rate, by the time we
had reached the next stage not only would the word * peace-
fully ' have disappeared, but we would have been asked lo
insert the words, * with turmoil and violence.* I cannot
understand why this discussion is allowed to go on. Why
does not the Attorney-General get up and say, * Just, as I
had to give way on a previous occasion with reference to the
opinions I so strongly felt, and continue to feel, so here now
I am prepared to throw over my principles ' ? "
In the course of the discussion the unfortunate Lawsoii
Walton had allowed himself to state that there might be
some prejudice against trade unionists in the tribunals be-
fore whom they appeared. Carson again fell upon lain for
this indiscretion. " The Attorney-General is not yet satisfied,
and so he must go on and attack the tribunals before whom
he has practised. He, the Attorney-General of this country,
who ought to be the upholder of the adrmnislralion of UK:
law, has not hesitated on this occasion to bring forward ilit
argument that they could not trust the tribunals before which
he has practised." Carson's concluding observation* on this
Bill were in the same vein of bitter irony. " 1 regret/' he
said, " the ignominious surrender which the Government
has made. ... It is most unfortunate that the Government
has not shown itself able to resist the * peaceful jKtmisuttoa *
which has been addressed to it, and the * iiitimldalibfi *
which has resulted in an utter change of front."
There has seldom been as bitter an attack by one member
of the Bar against another in the House of Commons. The
comradeship of the Bar usually makes them tender to om:
another. But Carson could show no tenderness where a man
appeared to him to have been false to his political couviiv
tions, and he showed no tenderness here. Yet no mure
generous tribute to Lawson Walton came from anyone thtm